INTRODUCTION
In 2002 the Faculty provided the Department with its own building, Block A, located near the entrance to the Faculty of Engineering (Fig. 1) . Apart from the Departmental office, the building also housed four lecture rooms (maximum capacity of 80 students each), lecturer rooms, and several laboratories.
ACHIEVEMENTS AND MILESTONES
The following subsections provide a summary of milestones achieved by the Department between 1997 and 2008.
Note that the list is organised neither chronologically nor in order of importance.
A. Accreditation by EAC
As part of the national body responsible for accrediting the engineering undergraduate courses in the local higher learning institutes, the Engineering Accreditation Council (EAC) conducted a thorough evaluation process for all undergraduate engineering programmes in the country.
The Department was visited three times by the EAC to evaluate the three different programme structures offered thus far and has been awarded a full accreditation for all of the programmes. The next EAC visit will be in 4 years' time and the Department should be more than ready to fulfil all of the criteria. More importantly, the Biomed conference series has also received support from the Prime Minister's Office since 2004 (Fig. 2) . This special relationship also led to the Office awarding the Department a special research grant amounting to RM 2 million.
B. Implementation of Outcome-Based Education
Apart from the plenary and normal track sessions, there were also tutorial sessions on selected topics being conducted in each of the conferences. An official conference dinner is also organised for the delegates to savour the local delicacies while being entertained by colourful performances from the Tourism Malaysia.
E. Collaboration with other universities
The Department also has a number of fruitful collaborations with other universities, be it in terms of research or undergraduate education. Some of the collaborations are coordinated by the Faculty of Engineering, but a few is initiated and handled by the Department itself.
One of the more successful collaboration has been with the Inje University, Korea. A Memorandum of Understanding 
